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An EPD – short for Environmental Product Declaration is a verified and certified report (checked by an 
accredited issuing body)* detailing all product data related to a specific product or family of products, in 
accordance with ISO 14025 standard. The EPD reports are based on the information from a 
Life Cycle  Assessment (LCA) study, in accordance with ISO 14040 standard. 

Genuine EPD reports are checked and issued by an accredited issuing body called EPD Programme 
Operators (EPD PO)* 

EPD reports include:

- Summary of Life Cycle Assessment results
- Environmental impact data
- Product DNA

What is an EPD?

*See EPD issuing bodies on Page 9
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What is an LCA?

A Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) is the foundation for creating an EPD and forms part of the information 
and data contained within the EPD itself. In essence, an LCA is the collection of data whilst the EPD verifies 
the Data contained within the LCA. So, you have data collection (LCA) coupled with a verification process 
(EPD).

Below is an example of a Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) for a product, incorporating data from all 
stages, from raw material extraction to end-of-life and recycling:

Product Stage Construction
Process Stage Use Stage End of Life Stage
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Declared X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
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Example of LCA contained within an EPD

In future, this data can be assessed to make informed decisions and comparisons with accelerated outcomes.

Raw Material 
Extraction

Evaluates the 
environmental 

impact of sourcing 
materials, like mining 

or harvesting.

Materials 
Processing

Looks at the  
energy and resources 

used to turn raw 
materials into usable 

components.

Manufacturing

Assesses the energy 
and materials needed 

to create the final 
product.

Transportation

Includes the impact 
of packaging and 

moving the product to 
customers.

Use Phase

Examines energy use, 
maintenance, and 

emissions during the 
product’s life.

End of Life

Covers disposal, 
recycling, or 

repurposing of 
the product.
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This will depend on the project itself, the employer’s requirements, your project contract and 
your overall commitment to the community in terms of reducing carbon emissions through 
informed choice.

Currently, an EPD is not a statutory requirement. Although, major players within the 
construction industry are beginning to mandate the use of EPDs within their supply chain.

Additionally,  using products with third party verified EPDs that comply with the relevant 
standards, can contribute to earning BREEAM credits, enhancing the projects sustainability.

A verified product EPD also demonstrates the relevant manufacturer is in control of their 
supply chain.

Do I need an EPD for every product on my project?

An EPD details a product’s environmental impact throughout its lifecycle, offering a framework 
to assess its sustainability and carbon reduction. It is designed to encourage transparency and 
support more informed decision making within sectors such as construction and manufacturing.

When using products with verified EPDs, you are ensuring your supply chain is invested in ESG 
(Environmental, Social and Governance) commitments such as reducing environmental impact 
and carbon footprint, whilst pursuing continual development and improvement.

In future, the data contained within an EPD can be assessed  to make informed decisions and 
comparisons by using EPD assessment tools such as EC3, TALLY LCA, OneClick LCA, which 
can help you make decisions against the verified data within EPDs. 

Is this yet another “Tick Box” exercise?

www.buildingtransparency.org www.choosetally.com www.oneclicklca.com
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It is important you assess any documents presented as EPDs for validity and authentication. There are a lot 
of misleading documents floating around in the form of PDFs, such as the following:

‘Our EPD Commitment’
‘EPD Statement of Intent’
‘Product EPD Info’

Here is your 5-step guide to verifying a genuine EPD:

How do I verify an EPD?

Ensure that the EPD Program Operator is branded on the documentSTEP 1

EPD Operator Logo
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Verify that the program operator is accredited (see page 9) for a list of accredited 
EPD issuing bodies

Look for: • Accredited EPD Programme Operator details
• EPD registration number
• EPD publication date
• EPD validity date

STEP 3

STEP 2

EPD Registration Number

EPD Publication Date

EPD Validation Date

Accredited EPD 
Programme Operator
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Ensure that the respective LCA information is contained within the EPD

Search for the manufacturer/product on the accredited EPD program operator’s 
website. Example: www.environdec.com/library

STEP 4

STEP 5

This is the gold standard for 
verification as the manufacturer’s 
product can be viewed on the EPD 
operator’s website.
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Organisations that develop, verify and publish EPDs:

Programme operator status and recognition can change. Always verify on the relevant programme 
operators or ECO Platform website.

Examples of recognised EPD programme operators.

UL Environment (UL) The International EPD System (Environdec) ASTM International

SCS Global Services Global GreenTag IBU (Institut Bauen und Umwelt e.V) (Germany)

BRE (Building Research Establishment) (UK) AFNOR (France) CSA Group (Canada)

EPD Australasia (Australia and NZ) EPD Italy EPD Norway

EPD Turkey Korean Environmental Product Declaration EPD Latin America
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Orlight’s current EPD Product Library (Valid until 2030)

• We have obtained EPDs for the majority of our products
• We currently hold 14 EPDs to cover 46 key product families
• Our EPD programme operator is EPD International (the originators)
• We are continuing to obtain even more EPDs to cover more product families
• You can search for products with EPD on our website on a dedicated section –  
   www.orlight.com/EPD_CertifiedProducts
• Our products are published on EPD International’s website (www.environdec.com)
• Our commercial investment for EPDs (to date) is in excess of £500,000
• We intend to continually expand and enhance our EPD product range

NEBULA SUSPENDED

NEBULA SURFACE NEBULA

CMF and CMF-DUO

ORION

CUBIC

ELIO

ORLINE-60DATA PRO ORLINE-50MAC

ORLINE-100
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ORL1551 ORLBH

DIABLO

EXIT-LUME

LX4 / LX5 RETROFIT DOWNLIGHTS

ALTO EVO MARINEFLEX

X14

LEO

WEATHERPROAPOLLO GRAFIK
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sales@orlight.com   |   01923 851 890  |  www.orlight.com


